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State authorities are conducting a full
investigation of this disaster. The mine
has been sealed and inspectors will enter
it on January 2d. Every appropriate step
must and will be taken to identify the
causes of this tragedy and to prevent
future mining accidents.

Those who go into the mines perform
a vital task on which the country depends.
The Nation owes them its very best efforts
to reduce their risks and to improve their
working environment. In recent years we
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December 31, 1970

Ladies and gentlemen:

On the last day of the year 1970, I
think it would be appropriate to make a
very few remarks with regard to this piece
of legislation that I will now be signing,
the clean air act of 1970.

And I see in this room a few who were
present in San Clemente on the first day
of 1970 when I said that this would be
the year of the environment, that it was
now or never if we were to clean up the
air and clean up the water in major parts
of the United States and to provide the
open spaces that are so important for the
future generations in this country.

The year 1970 has been a year of great
progress in this field. In February, you
will recall that I submitted the most com-
prehensive message on the environment
ever proposed by a President of the United
States. During the year, there have been
some administrative actions, some legisla-
tive actions.

Time, however, has been required for
the Congress to consider the proposals of
the administration and, finally, to agree
on the legislation that will be sent to the
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have made great strides in this direction,
particularly since the new Coal Mine
Safety Act went into effect last spring.
The explosion along Hurricane Creek
reminds us, however, that the work of
ensuring mine safety is not yet complete
and impels all concerned to carry that
work forward with the greatest urgency.
NoTE: The explosion occurred about 12:20
p.-m. on December 30, 1970, at the Finley Coal

Company mine 4 miles east of Hyden, Ky., and
took the lives of 38 miners.

Remarks on Signing the Clean Air Amendments of 1970.

President for signature.

This is the most important piece of
legislation, in my opinion, dealing with
the problem of clean air that we have this
year and the most important in our
history.

It provides, as you know, for provisions
dealing with fuel emissions and also for
air quality standards, and it provides for
‘the additional enforcement procedures
which are absolutely important in this
particular area.

How did this come about? It came
about by the President proposing. It came
about by a bipartisan effort represented
by the Senators and Congressmen, who
are here today, in acting. Senator Ran-
dolph, Senator Cooper, and Congressman
Springer represent both parties and both
Houses of the Congress.

And T thank the Congress, and the
country owes a debt to the Congress in its
closing days, for acting in this particular
field.

I would say, however, that as I sign this
piece of legislation, it is only a beginning,
because now comes the enforcement and



Richard Nixon, 1970

that allows me to comment briefly upon
how we in the administration are set up
to handle the problems of the environment
in the years ahead.

We have, first, the Environmental
Quality Council under the chairmanship
of Russell Train. That Council advises the
President on the policies which should be
recommended to the Congress and to the
Nation. And consequently, as I submit
new recommendations, and there will be
very significant new recommendations
submitted to the Congress early in the
next session on the environment, those
recommendations will be the result of the
actions that the Council has taken and its
studies and its proposals.

And then there is the Environmental
Protection Agency, which has been estab-
lished by the Congress, where Mr.
Ruckelshaus is the man responsible. And
that is the enforcement agency. He en-
forces those proposals that, first are rec-
ommended by the Council, submitted by
the President to the Congress, enacted by
the Congress, and then become law.

So, we have the enforcement agency on
the one side. We have the policy agency
on the other. We have the legislative
branch of the Government, both parties
represented here, and, of course, the
President in the primary role of having
to submit the legislation and then backing
up those who have the responsibility for
enforcing it.

If T can summarize briefly, I think that
1970 will be known as the year of the
beginning, in which we really began to
move on the problems of clean air and
clean water and open spaces for the future
generations of America.

I think 1971 will be known as the year
of action. And as we look at action, I
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would suggest that this bill is an indication
of what action can be, because if this bill
is completely enforced, within 4 years
it will mean that the emissions from auto-
mobiles which pollute the environment
will be reduced by go percent.

And the problem of automobile pollu-
tion, as we know, is one that not only now
plagues my native area of southern Cali-
fornia but all the great cities of this Na-
tion, particularly those which have heavy
automobile traffic, and most of the great
cities of the world have similar problems.

So, what we are doing here is, first, by
signing this legislation, to provide the
tools through which we can have action
to avoid the dangers that continuing air
pollution by automobiles and through
other methods will be going forward.

So, it seems very appropriate that in
this room, the Roosevelt Room, a room
that is named for both Roosevelts, Frank-
lin Roosevelt and Theodore Roosevelt, but
particularly in view of the fact that Theo-
dore Roosevelt, who was the man most
remembered in American history for his
interest in conservation, his interest in the
environment, that this bill is being signed
here; this, it seems to me, is most
appropriate.

And T would only hope that as we go
now from the year of the beginning, the
year of proposing, the year 1970, to the
year of action, 1971, that all of us, Demo-
crats, Republicans, the House, the Senate,
the executive branch, that all of us can
look back upon this year as that time when
we began to make a movement toward a
goal that we all want, a goal that Theo-
dore Roosevelt deeply believed in and a
goal that he lived in his whole life. He
loved the environment. He loved the clean
air and the open spaces, and he loved the
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western part of the United States particu-
larly, which will be greatly affected by this
kind of action.

And if, as we sign this bill in this room,
we can look back and say, in the Roose-
velt Room on the last day of 1970, we
signed a historic piece of legislation that
put us far down the road toward a goal
that Theodore Roosevelt, 70 years ago,
spoke eloquently about: a goal of clean
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air, clean water, and open spaces for the
future generations of America.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:11 p.m.

As enacted, the bill (H.R. 17255) is Public
Law 91604 (84 Stat. 1676).

On the same day, the White House released
the transcript of a news briefing on the act
by Russell E. Train, Chairman, Council on En-
vironmental Quality, and William D. Ruck-
elshaus, Administrator, Environmental Pro-
tection Agency.

486 Statement on Signing the Disaster Relief Act of 1970.

December 31, 1970

I HAVE TODAY signed S. g619, the
Disaster Relief Act of 1970.

This bill establishes a permanent, com-
prehensive program to extend emergency
relief and necessary assistance to individ-
uals, organizations, businesses, and States
and local communities suffering from
major disasters. It also strengthens the ad-
ministration and coordination of Federal
disaster assistance efforts.

On April 22, 1970, I sent a message to
the Congress outlining this administra-
tion’s proposals for improving the assist-
ance which the Federal Government can
provide in time of major disasters. My
recommendations included:

—a property tax revenue maintenance
plan for local communities whose
tax bases have been partially
destroyed ;

—authority to permanently repair or
fully replace damaged public facili-
ties;
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—improvement in the programs that
provide disaster loans to stricken in-
dividuals; and

—authority to assist States and local-
ities in averting or lessening the ef-
fects of potentially major disasters.

The Congress, while altering the par-
ticulars of many of these proposals, has
incorporated all of the essential features
of a sound disaster assistance program. I
am pleased with this bill which responds
to a vital need of the American people.
The bill demonstrates that the Federal
Government in cooperation with State
and local authorities is capable of provid-
ing compassionate assistance to the in-
nocent victims of natural disasters.

NOTE: As enacted, S. 3619 is Public Law 91—
606 (84 Stat. 1744).

Executive Order 11575, providing for the
administration of the Disaster Relief Act of
1970, was signed by the President on the same
day.



