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Out of them, Puerto Rico has fashioned its own way of life, blending

the best of the old and the new.

Your program of development-rooted in self-confidence, self-help,

and self-achievement-has aroused tremendous interest in every area of

the free world. To other peoples now struggling to realize their aspirations and ambitions, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico has demonstrated that courage, persistence, faith in one's fellow men and a Godgiven destiny can open up ways through barriers and obstacles that

might appear to be insurmountable.

By what you have accomplished for yourselves, by the help you have

given others toward a like accomplishment for themselves, you have

made for the Commonwealth a record of achievement in which many

other people around the globe have found hope and inspiration.

Although the hours I spend here must be few, I know that I shall

leave tomorrow morning sharing some of the hope and some of the

inspiration that are inescapable on this island.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:07 p.m.  Marin and other members of the Puerto

He was met by Governor Luis Muiioz  Rican Government.

44 4T Veto of Bill To Amend the Federal Water

Pollution Control Act. February 23, i960

[ Released February 23, i960. Dated February 22, i960]

To the House of Representatives:

I am returning herewith, without my approval, H.R. 36io, an enrolled bill "To amend the Federal Water Pollution Control Act to increase grants for construction of sewage treatment works, and for other

purposes."

The bill would authorize an increase in Federal grants to municipalities

for assistance in the construction of sewage treatment works from $50

million to $90 million annually, and from $500 million to $900 million

in the aggregate.

Because water pollution is a uniquely local blight, primary responsibility for solving the problem lies not with the Federal Government but

rather must be assumed and exercised, as it has been, by State and local

governments. This being so, the defects of H.R. 36io are apparent.
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Dwight D. Eisenhower, 1960

By holding forth the promise of a large-scale program of long-term Federal support, it would tempt municipalities to delay essential water pollution abatement efforts while they waited for Federal funds.

The rivers and streams of our country are a priceless national asset.

I, accordingly, favor wholeheartedly appropriate Federal cooperation

with States and localities in cleaning up the Nation's waters and in keeping them clean. This Administration from the beginning has strongly

supported a sound Federal water pollution control program. It has

always insisted, however, that the principal responsibility for protecting

the quality of our waters must be exercised where it naturally reposes-at

the local level.

Polluted water is a threat to the health and well-being of all our citizens.

Yet, pollution and its correction are so closely involved with local industrial processes and with public water supply and sewage treatment, that

the problem can be successfully met only if State and local governments

and industry assume the major responsibility for cleaning up the nation's

rivers and streams.

The Federal Government can help, but it should stimulate State and

local action rather than provide excuses for inaction-which an expanded

program under H.R. 36 I o would do.

The following are steps which I believe the Federal Government should

take so that our rivers and streams may more rapidly be relieved of the

pollution blight.

First, I am requesting the Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare

to arrange for a national conference on water pollution to be held next

December. This conference will help local taxpayers and business concerns to realize the obligation they have to help prevent pollution. It is

unconscionable for one town or city deliberately to dump untreated or

inadequately treated sewage into a stream or river without regard to the

impact of such action on the lives of down-stream neighbors. Local taxpayers should be willing to assume the burdens necessary to bring such

practices to a halt. Businessmen and industrialists must face up to the

expenditures they must make if industrial pollutants are to be removed

from the nation's waters. In short, the proposed conference will provide

a forum in which all concerned can confront and better appreciate their

mutual responsibility for solving this pressing problem.

Second, where the issue is of an interstate nature and the problem is

beyond the powers of a single State, or where it is otherwise appropriate
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to assist State enforcement actions, the Federal Government should have

authority to move more quickly and effectively in directing the application of control measures that will swiftly correct such intolerable pollution.

In accordance with the 1961 Budget Message, recommendations will be

submitted to the Congress for strengthening the enforcement provisions

of the Federal Water Pollution Control Act.

Third, the Federal Government should continue to provide modest

financial assistance for the administration of control programs by States

and interstate water pollution control agencies. Because such programs

rest upon a solid foundation of local cooperative action, they properly

merit Federal encouragement and assistance. An extended life for this

program is recommended in the 1961 Budget.

Fourth, the Federal Government, through research and technical

assistance, can be of material help in contributing to our knowledge of

water pollution-its causes, its extent, its impact and methods for its

control. Increased Federal effort in this respect is also provided for in

the 1961 Budget.

These measures will provide Federal authority that accords with the

proper Federal, State, and local roles in water pollution abatement. I

urge their early consideration by the Congress.

DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER

NOTE: The veto message was released in Washington.

45 1 Remarks at the Civic Reception for

President Eisenhower in Brasilia.

February 23, 1960

Mr. President, Dr. Pinheiro, citizens of Brasilia:

I am most grateful for the cordial welcome you have extended to me.

I am glad that my return to this hospitable land has taken place in this

magnificent new city, a living testimony to your own tireless efforts,

Mr. President, and a symbol of Brazilian progress. It is an inspiration

to get this new glimpse of the vision and energy which characterize modern

Brazil and its leadership.

Brasilia has captured the imagination of my fellow countrymen who

have visited here and, who, on their return home, have been lavish in

their praise of the wonders they have seen.

210


