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STUDY CCMMISSICN ON UNITED STATES POLICY
TOWARD SOUTHERN AFRICA

Sterling Worvman, Acting-President of The Rockefeller Foundation,
teday announced the formation of an independent study commission on
United States policy toward scouthern Africa. Composed of eleven dis-
tizguished Americans, the Commission will 2onduct a comprehensive ex-

T

amination &nd aprraisal of the policy coptions available for dealing

with iz issuss confronting the United 3tates in South Africa. Devel-

ocpoents 2lsevhnere in southern Africe will be examined as they affect

Mambers of the Commission are:
Rovbert 8. Browne {President; Black Economic Research Center)
Robert C. Good {President; Deniscon University)

Charles V., Hamilton (Wallace S. Sayre Professor of Government;
Columbia University)

Ruth Simms Hamilton {Professor of Sociology and Racial & Ethnic
Studies; Michigan State University)

Alexender Heard (Chancellor; Vanderbilt University)
Aileen Hernandez (Urban Affairs Consultant)

Constance Hilliard (Executive Director: African-American Scholars
Council, Inc.)}

C. Pater McColough (Chairman of the Board; Xerox Corporation)



J. Irwin Miller (Chairman, Ex=cutive and Finance Committes;
Cummins Engine Company)

-

Alan Pifer (President; Carnegie Corporatiorn of New York)

Franklin A. Thomazs {President; Ford Foundastion)

tr. Thomas is chalr of the Commission.

"The decision to go forward with this project," says Dr. Wortman,
"was based on a feasibility study conducted over a ten-month period.
The study involved consultations with many diffsrent pecple in govern-
ment service and private life as to the potentisl wvalue that such an
enterprise might have, the pitfalls and difficultiss involved, and how
it might best be organized. In addition a survey was conducted of the
charzeter eand quality of current informetlon, the zaps to be filled
ent Inlividuals who could perform this work. This process of explora-
ticz zenvinced the Foundation that, desvite inevitable risks, the
Commissicn is an appropriate way of meeting the need for an independent,

desalled, widely credible statement and analysis of the relevant facts
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and interests, as well as the policy choices open to the United

States.

T "

The Commission's membership,” Dr. Wortman continued, "reflects a
broad spectirum of background and experience. Membars have agreed to
serve in their individual capacities, and not as representatives of
the institutions or groups with which they are affiliated. They are
committed to ind the facts, evaluate the policy choices invelved, and
disseminate their findings.

"We feel particularly fortunate thet near the end of the feasibility

study last December Franklin Thomas agreed to serve as chair. He brings



to the Commission an unusually impressive array of qualifications
including a deep interest in Africa and a reputation for thorough
study of issues and for objective interpretation of findings."

The Commission seeks to complete its work in 18-24 months. It
will consult with private groups and individuals concerned with

U.3. policy toward South Africa, members of Congress and officials
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“rom the executive branch. In early 1980, the Commissicon will make

fact-Tizding trip to South Africa and other invelved countries.

Publiication of the Commission's report is scheduled for early 19341.
Mare Feigen Fasteau, a New York zitorney, is Staff Director of

the Commission, znd Milfred C. Fierce, Asscciate Professor of Afro-

American History st Hunter College, is Research Director.

Th2 Commizsion is astablished as an independent, tax-exempl

non=srcliv carzerztion, the Forelgn Policy Study Foundetion, Ine.,

witz offices at 5 Bast L43rd Street, New York, New York. Members of
the Cormmission constitute its Board of Directors. The Rockefeller

Foundation has made a grant of $600,000 to the Foreign Policy Study

Feundation, Inc. as part of a two-year funding plan for the Commission.

Contact: Linda Potter

(212) 8677025

Attachment: Statement of Purpese



