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¥r, Chairman:

Yy name is Jon Colemen. I am a campus minister at the University of
Wichizan., Guild E_ use is ons ol the campus ministries suppcrted ty the
stztewide Michigszn Commission for the United Ministries in Higher ~ducation
( zn ecumenical coalition of dencminations including the United FPresbyterain
Cnurch, the Bpiscopalian Church, the United Yethodist Church, the Disciples
of Christ and the United Church of Christ) and locally byFirst Congregaticnal
Shurch and the First Uniterian Church. I de not speak for these
denominations. I do, however, speak out of an awareness that these and
other religious organizations are strugzling to know how to respond to

the apartheid government of Scuth Africa.

As you may know rellgious bodiss, through their Pension Boards and other
agencies, are institutional investors with substantial holdings. These
vodies highly value the growth potential znd the dividends from these
investments. Profits from such investmenis are used to provide substantial
pensions and security for retired clergy and church workers.

in increasing nurber of church people are becoming concerned about the
lzrger context and social impect investments have on the lives of veople
around +he world, They believe, as I do, that issues of tasic human rights

and social justice are importznt dimensions in ordering the human community.

Various ochurch bodies, in their social pronouncements and resolutions, have
for years condemned the South African government for its inhumen trestment
o the black majority. & white minority of some #.5 millions governs

2 tlack majority of over 25 millions. Within South Africa ihe racist
government ardently pursues policies of apartheid inereasingly relying on
arrests, detention, torture, Tiolence and intimidation to surpress dissent
nd the ory for muman rights and civil liberties. Its policy of
bantustantization" seeks to assign blacks to“homelands“(bantustans)

uncer black rule. This policy deprives blacks of any rizhts as citizens o°
South Africa and provides an excuse for the government not accepting
responsibility for black social welfare, The benefits of black labor for
productivity of couzse is retained.
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Such'policies are blatantly immoral.

Tt is claimed that U.S. (and other western) corporations provide jobs for
blacks and help them make better lives for themselves., The fact of the matter
is that Western corporations and investmenss operate there under South
Africa's laws. They reinforce the present structures of apartheid by



oroviding additional czpital end miiitsry strength for white dominziion
over black. Racizl discrimination is the law of the land in South 4frica,
enshrined in its co stitution.

As church bodies have become more and more aware of these factors we
recognized that we are FAATNERS IN APARTFEID, Investments made to

trovide security for retiring church workers beccme instruments of dest

snd torture and racism through corporations in South Africa. A few

church bodies have already divested - many cthers are sericusly censidering
- 2ivestment as perhaps the only serious witness Tor a concern for justice.

Fublic interest in South Africa is growing. Those who understand the

nature of apartheid in South Africa are horrified., We should have learned

a long time age that hhere are morzl limits to naticnal sovereizntiy -

boundaries z nation znd its rulers may not cross with impunity. South
frica has long vassed that point. ‘

Moral argurents and pressures - alame will not change South Africa, Political
znd economic pressure will mske a difference, We nmed not only have the
riznt but the duty to refuse to continue empowéring z recist nation

like South Africa. We must divest ourselves and our institutions of
investments that support and profit from business in South Africa,

I urge the Civil Rights Committee to support HSouse 3ills 4831-L48L0,

This is certainly one step in which the citiazens of the State of michigan

can say "no" to apartheid in South Africa and cease being partners in
apartheid. '



