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AN STATEMENT ABCUT SA GOVERMMENT"S "“STATE OF EMERGERCY'

July 22, 1985: The proclamation of a state of emergency
in 36 magesterial districts in South Africa constitutes
an open admission by the Pretoria regime that it is
losing control and can no longer rule in the old way.
It has therefore instituted martial law and ceded to
its armed Forces the right to govern millions of our
pecple, with unlimited powers given to these armed
killers to do as they wish, acting in secret.

This inevitable fascist response to the demand of
our people for justice and democracy will solve nothing.
all it will do is to raise the level of violent con-
frontation between the people and the apartheid regime
and its instruments of repression. This struggle will
also spread to the white areas of our country regard-
less of enemy efforts to confine it to the black town-
ships,

These mnew measures of increased repression demon-
strate the bankruptcy of the Botha regime whose only
answer to the irresistible tide of liberation is re-
sort to greater and more brutal force. They have put
paid to all efforts by this regime to present itself
as reformist and hawe shown that like all its pre-
decessors, it is committed to the maintenance of white
minority demination by force of arms.

DIVESTMENT AND ECONCMIC SANCTIONS AROMD THE GLOEE

Since July '84 a group of 10 staff have been on strike
from a Dublin chain store because of their refusal to
handle Scuth African goods. Management of Dunnes Stores
say the strikers should leave their politics behind them
when they come to work,...Bishop Desmond Tutu described
them as allying with South African blacks, Through their
action, he said, they shared his Nobel Peace prize and
were an example for others in the West. You can write
the gtrikers and obtain further information about their
stand by writing: Mary Manning, c/e AFRI, PO Box 1522,
bublin, Eire.

* * * *

Los Angeles: The nation's 2nd largest city has approved
a S-year plan Lo phase out investment of $4 billion in
pension funds in firms deing business with South Africa.

The City Council also voted Tuesday to consider clos-
ing the eity's harbor and airparts to countries or com—
panies with ties to Scuth Africa, and proposed halting
the purchase of all city equipment, from cars te com-
puters, From mamufacturers doing business with the ra-
cially segregated country.

* * * *

United Nations, NY: The $4 billjion UN pension fund hag
rid itself of all holdings in companies that do busi.-
ness in South Africa. The pension fund still had $100
million invested in 14 companies that do business in
South Africa as of August 1985, despite an ll-year
policy mandated by the General Assembly to divest. The
total sell-off of these investments was a rasulit of
the personal intervention of Secretary General Javier
Pereg de Cusllar, increased press attention to invest-

Continued on Page 2

ENGAGED IN MISINFCGEMATION ABOUT SITUATION
- John Woodfoxd

U.5. MEDTIA:
IN SOUTH AFRICA

The gtatements of the ANC in response to the apar-
theid's govermment have been virtually ignored by the
US mass media, which centinues to slander the Congrass
and the African people.

Newsweek magazine's efforts to whitewash South Afri-
can Pres, P.W. Botha are typical. The Aug, 19 issue's
front page posed the guestion of South Africa as being:
"2an South Africa Save Itself?" which boils down to
mean can the racist, reacticnary regime in Pretoria
save itself. This meaning is made clear in the sub-
headline: "Black Rage--And signs of White Reforms."

This is white supremacist journalism at ifs lowest.
The hercic struggle of the long-colonized and down-
trodden African populace is demeaned as “Black Rage'

50 Americans can link the events in South Africa to
the riokts of the 60s, even though those events were not
part of a c¢ivil or national-liberation war.

Inside, Newsweek repeats the words "rage" and "riot™
as often as possible and shows Botha swiling with an
African flunky from one of the so-called homelands the
racists have set up--homelands that are essentially con-
centration camps. Next to Botha's photo, a headline
reads: "As pressures on him build, Pres. Botha considers
reforms that would dismantle elements of apartheid.”
Headlines like this are fashioned very carefully at P
Newswesk and other news magaZLnes after long edittrial
discussion in which the top brass decides whethef”%o
make the subject of the coverage look good or had.,

The choice is clearly to make Botha loock good. ..

This policy of endorsing, defending and whitewashing
apartheid while pretending to cover the news was--con-
gucted even more brazenly in Newsweek's Aug, 26 issue,

A large flattering, statesman-like photo of the racists'
ieader, Botha, is flanked by & headline that says, "Botha
Gees Slow.” Our white herc Botha is a cautious man, in

in addition to being kindly, this graphic layout implies.
And if the reader misses that point, the large-type sub-
head informs him or her that Botha, in his own words, is
trying to avoid leading South African minority groups

o Pabdication and suicide” because to destroy "white
South Africa" would lead the entire country into

"chaos and poverty".

What a swell fellow Botha is, Newsweek is telling
its readers, Jjust the kind of fatherly leader the wild
Africans need in effect whether they know it or not. An
accompanying story and photograph of Afrxican "looters"
repeats the depiction of the Africans who are fighting
almost uvnarmed for their freedom as nothing more than
savages or jungle bunnies. “Blacks Against Blacks,"” the
heailines say for a story that attempts to give respact-
ability to the traitorous Black Flunky Buthelezi, the
quisling who is propped up by the apartheid regime.
poeg Newsweik ever headline Northern Ireland's troubles
as simply a case of "Whites Against Whites'? Or how
about the Eurcopean theater im World War II? Is it com-
mon to present that complex political, economic and
social conflict as merely an example of violence that
whites wage periodically against one another?

Contimued on Page 2



CAILENDALR

Thursday, SEPT. 19: Regents Meating, 4 ™, U-M Admin.
Bldg., Fegents will decide if they will appeal 2
recent court decision in favor of -1 divestment
from companies that do business in South Africa.

Friday, SEPT. 20: Hoon Forum on 5. Africa; Thozamile
Botha, Ramin. Secretary for South African Congress
of Trade Unions will speak on the current situation
in Seuth Africa, Ann Arbor City Councilperson Larxy
Hunter and ob Gillett, Attorney, will be available
to discuss resolution on Oct. 7 city council agenda

as well as the legal bhattle over divestment between
the U-M and state of Michigan. Guild House, BOZ Mon-
roe, HOOU.

Saturday, SEET, 21: WCCAAR Benefit Dinner fsaturing
African food and music, and keynote speaker to be
announced. Friends Meeting House, 1420 Hill, & P,
$5,00 in advance, tickets available at Collected
works, 325 E, Liberty, or call 668-0334.

Sunda SEPT. 22: Films: "Generations of Resistance™
& “Choosing for Justice", Hat. Sci. Aud., 7 P4,
FREE.

tTuesday, SEFT. 24; State hearing on divestment bills
HEA770 & 4771, Rm. 4203, Capitol Bldg., Lansing.

Thursday, OCT, 3: Free South Africa Coordinating
Committes Meeting, Mich, Union, 7 .PM. Call Barbara
Ransby at 769-8542 to gonfirm room no.

Monday, CCT. 7: Protest against George Bush's talk on
African Development, Noon. Sponsored by a number of
campus groups. Contact Barbara Ransby, 769-8543.

City Council meeting,
ity HMall Council

¥onday, OCT, 7: City of Ann Arbor
7130 P4, 100 H. 5th, 2nd floor,
Chambers.

Thursday, ©CT. 1}: International Day of Swlidarity
with South African Political Prisoners:

*% Write to African National Congress (5.4, libera-
tion movement) and South West African People's
Organization {Namibia's liheration movenent} ex-
praessing your concern and support for these liher-
ation movements.

#* Contribute to International Possibilitiss Unlimited
by purchasing a bracelet bearing the name of a
South African political prisoner. send $6.50 to:

1,p.U., P.0. Box 2542, ann Arbor, MI 48106,

#% The WOCAA is investilgating the possibility of a
surprise guest speaker for obser vance of this date
Look for announcements or call 662-1139 for furthew
details!

Friday, OCT. 11: Rally in Cbservance of International
golidarity Day, Diag, Noon.

Thursday-Saturday, OCT, 17-19: U-M Peach-In Against
Aparttheid sponsored by Free South Africa Coordin-
ating Comittee, Speakers will include UM profes—
sors, representatives from ANC and SWAPD, student
activists from othex campuses and experts on South-
ern Africa.

Thursday, OCT. 24: UN Day} Paquetta Palmer will raport
on her trip to Nairobi for the UN Decade for Women
Conference this past July. Friends Meeting House,
1420 Hill, 7:30 BM,

NOV. 1: National Student Conference Against Apartheid
New York City. Free South aAfrica Coordinating Cmte.
1s organizing rides for this nationwide conference,

call Barbara Ransby, 759-8548 for details.

Nov, 1l6-17: MidWest Student Conference hgainst Apar-
theid and Racism, Univ. of Chicago. FSACC will be
organizing rides loaving Sat, AM. Call Barbara

Ransby at 769-854% for details.

At
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DIVESTMENT AROQUND THE GLOBEE
ments in South Africa and favorable market conditions.
Both UN officials and apartheid foes called the divesti-
fure move a victory.

* * * *
phibro-Salemon, the financial conglomerate that trades
everything from bonds to gold said Aug, 21 that it
would end its operations in gouth Africa and close its
Jonannesburg office....Phibro is the biggest American
company so far to anhounce that it would pull cut of
South Africa, Phibro's South African operations con-
sist mostly of buying precious metals and minerals
and exporting them elsewhere,

* * * *

¥psilanti: The ¥Ypsilanti Fire and Police Pension Board
camitted itself to pulling 53.6 million out of com-—
panies doing business in South Africa. The Board's

mosk vocal advocate, Marguerite Eaglin, said she is
satisfied with the board's action despite the fact that
it includes no timetable as to what period of time

the funds will be divested,

t,5. MEDIA

The attempts to brainwash white Americans, and
Blacks, too, against the africans of South Africa are
corporate journalism's efforts to defernd corporate in-
dustry and corporate mining. Locally, this thought—
contreol journalism can be seen in stories like the
Ann Arbor News's front page feature of Aug. 20 head-
lined: "Jewish Leader Opposes Sanctions [Divestment]".
There are Far more Jewish leaders who have denounced
apartheid, called for divestment and pointed out the
simple ugly fact that the living standards argl politi-
cal rights of Bhfricans have worsened as the penetra-
tion of the U.S. corporaticns has gone deeper into the
South African economy, But none of these Jews has
gained the News's front page.

Why are the opinions of bankrolled flunkies and
unprincipled pseudo-religicus demagogues receiving such
play if not to hurt the divestment movement nation-
wide and in Michigan?

rhe Michigan corporations that hide their profiteer-
ing in South Africa behind the figleaf of the Sullivan
Principles and other such phony anti-apartheid measures
are clearly determined to suck out their blood money as
long as they can, The fact that the national and local
media serve so willingly as their henchmen says a lot
abcout how sincerely the commercial news media respect
the principles of democracy and freedcm.

Because Americans have been deprived of the oppor-
tunity to read what the African National Congress has
to say about the state of emergency, we reprint most
of its official statement here. The statement and others
1ike it are available to anmy inguiring reparters who
Wwish to contact the ANC representatives.

NOTE: For a more accurate picture of the situation
irf South Africa, you can cbtain a subscription to
ANC News Briefing by writing to their V.5, office:
ANC, 801 Second Rve., §40%, New York, NY 10017,
This publication is issued bi-weekly and synapsizes
the media coverage inside South Africa as well as
internationally, The cost of a l-yr. sub. is $15.

THE DIAMOMNDS OM LIZ'S BOSCM —wby Alice Walker

The diamonds on Liz's boson
are not as bright

as his eyes

the morning they tock him
to work in the mines

The rubies in Nancy's
jewel box {Oh, how he
loves red!)

not as vivid

as the despair

in his children's

frowns.

Oh, those Africans!

Everywhere you look

they're bleeding

and orying

Crying and bleeding

on some of the whitest necks
in your town.




SHOULD THE CITY OF ANN ARBCR DIVEST ITS PENSICH FUNDS
FROM CCMPANIES THAT DO BUSIMESS IN SOUTH RFRICA?

~- Larry Hunter

Last year I sponsored a resolution before the Ann
Arbar City Council reguesting that the city's trustees
serving on the Retirment Board to vote in favor of a
resolution to divest all funds from companies which
do business in South Africa, Unfortunately the resolu-
tion failed with the Republican Party majority at
that time voting against this proposal.

Fortunately aleng with this year's newly alected
Demecratic majority, I plan to reinroduce the divest~
ment resolution for the Oct. 7 Council meebing.

It is important to note that the Retirement Board
is established under the city Charter and consists
of 9 membersy 5 of which represent the city of Ann
Arbar, The remaining 4 members represent the employees
of the city, Keeping this in mind the resolution is
weighted toward those members of the Retirement Board
who represent the city of Ann Arbor. In addition, it
should be noted the largest union representing 600 of
the city's appromimately 350 employees, AFSCME lecal
469, has enthusiasgtically endorsed this resolution.

To @ate, I have yet to receive a response Erom the
police and fire representatives to the board regarding
the divestment resolution.

What can you do to help?

1. Write letters of suppart to the lecal news media.

2, Thone or write your council representative indi-

cating support foar the resolution.

3. Attend the Oct, 7 City Council meeting, 100 N. Sth

Ave,, 2nd floor City Hall Council Chambers at
730 ™.,

STATE OF MICHIGAN DIVESTMENT ACTION ALERT

On Sept. 24 there is a hearing scheduled on HE 4770
and 4771, HBE 4770 which Rep. Virgil smith {Datroit)
and Perry Bullard {Ann Arbor} introduced on May 20,
1985 requires the 2 largest pension funds for state
public employees to divest of all holdings in com-
panies that operats in South Africa. Companion bill
HBE 4771 reguires that the legislators' own pansion
fund divest of companies profiting from apartheid.

If you can attend the hearing, it will be held
in rm. 420A, Capitol Bldg., Lansing, MI. If you can-
not attend, it is crucial that you write to your
local representative, espacially those whose pas i-
tion is not known. Please encourage your friends in
western, central and northern Michigan o write their
representatives too. If you receive a response from a
legislator, please send a copy of it to Rep. Perry
Bullard, Rm., 303, Capitol Bldg., Lansing, MI 48909,
ATTNs Jim Burchell, For Ffurther information concern-
ing HB4770 and HE4771 contact Jim Burchall at
517-373-0155% or 313-769-5051,

WRITE YOUR LEGISLATORS IN SUPPCRT OF DIVESTMENT!!

Because of state and local divestment hearings taking
place in September and also because media attention
ssems to volley the general issue of divestment and
economic sanctions back and forth from pro to con,
this issue focues on divestment. The WCTAA supports
divestment legislation and bills pertaining to
aconomic sanctions as an effective means of bearing
international pressure on the racist South African
government, While we read in the papers that such
measures would really hurt Blacks in South Africa,
spokespeople who represent the legitimate liberation
movements in South Africa comsistently urge foreign
powers to put these measures into operation, There-
fore the WCCAA urges our readers to write their Con-
gresspeople concerning the importance of taking such
stands, Below is a sample letter that may be used for
this purpose.

Lear Represantative '

1 strongly urge you to support House Bills which
require Michigan puhlic employee pension funds to di-
vest from companies that operate in South Africa.

1 Firmly believe that public funds of this state
should not be used to support racial oppresicn in South
Africa, U.5. corporations help to shore up the economic
and political system of apartheid, U.S. investment there
is concentrated in the strategic sectors of oil and
energy, computers, and trucks and automobiles, U,S.
firms sell equipment to the South African military and
police and provide computers to implement the pass laws
that control where Africans may live and work., The
Sonth African government and many American corporations
argue that their presence in South Africa is a force
for change, but during the past 25 years, while U.5.
investment has tripled, repression against the black
majority actually has grown measurably worse.

New and praminent voices are being raised in the
U.5. in favor of divestment. Clifton Wharton, Jr., a
director of Ford Motor Co., former president of Michi-
gan State University, and currently Chancellor of the
State University of Hew York and Chairman of the Rocke-
feller Foundations said: "U.S, firms and corporations
should withdraw all personnel and investments from
South Africa, and as rapidly as they can. In commerce
and foreign policy alike, we must treat the South
African government as the pariah it long ago chose
to hecame. What has altered my view? A slow bubt inex-
orable tilt in the bhalance of cutrage, as the damn-
ing evidence continued to mount.™

South African blacks are alsc increasingly calling
For divestment. Nobel Peace Prize winner and Anglican
Axchbishop of Johannesburg, Desmond Tutu, has recent-
1y given his support to the principle of divestment.
Many Scuth African workers' organizations, whose mem-
bers would be most directly affected by corporate with-
drawal, also now call for divestment., FOSATU, the
largest federaticn of black trade unions, declared in
1984 "It is FOSATU's considered view that the pressure
for disinvestment has had 2 positive effect and should
therefore not be lessened." These Scuth African trade
unionists are taking considerable risks to ask for our
help, because advocating divestment in the gouth African
police state is a crime punishable by up to 20 years
in prison.

Divestment is a viable way that Michiganians can
oppose apartheid. Studies by the Frankliin Research Co.,
Chemical Bank, the U,S., Trust Co., and Trinity Invest-
ment Management Corp. have found that portfolios that
exclude companies operating in South Rfrice have oub-
performed those that do not with only a minimal amcunt
of added risk, Massachusetts, Connecticut, Maryland,
Nebraska and the District of Columbia are currently
enforcing the laws that take publie funds cut of com—
panies operating in South Africa.

The state of Michigan has been in the forefront of
American concern about apartheid. The state already
is carrying out legislation mandating that public uni-
versity funds not be invested in corporations operat-
ing in South Africa and that state funds not be deposit-
ed in banks making loans to South Africa, I hope that
you will maintain this proud tradition by voting for
Bill . Increased international pressure on the
South African government can hasten the day of jus-
tice and peace for all in that troubled land.

Yes, I would like to receive the newsletter. Enclosed
is my $5.00 subscriptiom.

I have enclosed § donation to the WCCAA

Please add my name and phone number to the tele-
phone tree list so I can contime to be informed of
WCCAA events and activities.

Hame Phone

Address Zip

More than 8,000 black miners lost their lives in
gouth African mines between 1970-1980,
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ANTT APATHEID GROUPS WIN VICTURY FOF U-M DIVESTMENT

—=Jim Engstrand

Lecal anti-apartheid groups with connections to the
WCCAA recantly won a victory over the U-M Regents in
the long struggle for divestment from companies deing
husiness in South Africa, Ingham Co. Circuit Judge
Carolyn Stell upheld a Michigan law prohibiting U-M
from holding stocks (but not baonds) in such companies
against the Regents*' attack. The pro-divestment organ-
ivations participated in the lawsult by submitting &
brief in support of the legislation,

Foy those not familiar wich the lassuit, it is the
culmination of the Regents' resistence to divestment,
which dates back at least to 1977. During the 1982-83
scheol year,pressure from such groups as the WOURA
mounted an the Regents to divest. Adding to the pressure
was the passage that Dec. of Public Act 512 {1982}, re-
guiring public educational institutions to divest stocks
by April 1,1%84. The U-M Administratlon and Regents
promptly took the position that the law was invalid be-
cause of their authority over U-M expenditures provided
Ly the state constitution.

For divestment advocates, the law became a mixed
blessing: it seemed like a clear victory but it also
made the Regents even more stubborn because they
didn't wankt to appear to acknowledge the Legislature's
power over their investment practices. The Regents
naeded a way to save face while doing something to de-
Fuse the growing divestment movement.

Their solution, eon April 15, 1983, also accomodated
their allegiance to lichigan corporations. They re-
elved to divest stocks, but with these exceptions:

1) in companies headquartered in or employing 2 Taub-
stanrial number” of people in Michigan, 2) in companies
involved in the University's "Buy-Write" program, and

3] stocks restricted by their donor. This partial di-
vestment ailowed the Regents to say that P,A. 512 played
no part in their "moral“decision, and retained their
"leqal" standing to attack the law. They alsa resolved
that day to do just that.

The Regents filed suit on T ly 15, 1983, Two sets
of amici curiae {"frierds of the court") antered the
case, over the Regents' cpposition, to help the
Attorney Generalts office defend P.A. 512. The two
leading sponsors of the Act, Perry Bullard of Aan Arbor
and Virgil smith of Detroit, submitted one brief, while
the other is by the U-M Black Students' Union (of which
WCCAA is an affiliate), the WNaticual Lawyers' Guild, the
Peace Education Center, the Institute for Global Educa-
tien, and the Baticnal Conference of Black Lawyers.

The brief by the Attorney General's office on behalf

of the state made the strictly legal arguments fairly
thorcughly, allowing the amici to emphasize the policies
Behind the Act. The guestion involved is simply whether
the Act itself is constituticnal. Thus there was no
trial, ard Judge Stell made her decision solely on the
basis of the briefs.

The Regents made four arguments against P.A. 512,
only one of them directly reflects their professed con-
cern with their independence from Lansing, but it is
legally one of the weaker ones., They ciaim that Article
B, Set. 5 of the stake constitution, givingy them “con-
trol and direction of all cxpenditures from the insti-
tutionfs fundsY, also applies to investments. Judge
Stell rejected this for two reasens: 1) investments
aren't “expenditures”, and 2} the constitutional pro-
vision protects the Regents' comtrel only over thelr
"educational sphere.

The second argument was based on an obscure consti-
tntional section, but brings out one of the more remark-
able Features of P,A, 512, The Act was passed as an
amendment to the Elliott-Larsen Civil Rights Act (MI
Compiled Laws 37.2402{L}{f)) which outlaws discrimina-
tien in employment, public accomcdations, education,
and realty transactions. The divestment provisicon is
part of the section dealing with schools, znd works
by declaring that investments in South Africa M“encour-
age or condone legally reguired discrimination against
an individual."” For people who have been trying to

R P, - T . e s e 7o
g T /!.-:;ffé’--_* ST BRI PR T

to
e o = s

point out the connectedness of racism as a glohal in-
stitution, this may be a welcome surprise in an enacted
statute in the U.5. But the Regents pooh-pooh the idea
of any link between apartheid and ravism in Michigan,
or at U-M. They say that Blliott-Lavsen now wiclates
Article 4, Sec. 24 of the state constitution which
reqires that a law have cnly one Yobject", which
must be expressed in its title. Elliott-Larsen, the
fegents say, is asbout discrimipation in Michigan, but
the divestment provision is about U-M finances, or
maybe "discrimination™ in Scuth Africa.

The brief for the Black Students’ Union, et al.,
in particular, responds by showing the real injury
done to blacks in Michigan when a state university
invests in apartheid, Judge Stell's response essentially
accepts the Legislature's Einding that investment in
Socuth Africa "encourages or condones discrimination”
in Michigan. Prohibiting that is sorely within the
broad chiject of Elliott-Larsen.

The Ragents' other two arguments were based on the
federal constitutian., The "Commerce Clauvse" bars
states from regulating interstate or foreign commerce
in certain ways. That's just what P.A, 512 deoes, the
Regents argued. Theix final claim involved the federal
govermment's implied scle power over forelgn relations.
Sa, P.A. 512 is now a sort of "Eoreign policy" enact-
meint as well, =aid the Regents,

Judge 5tell's opinion defeats these arquments by
noting that, according to precedent, the Constitution
prohibits only significant burdens on either inter-
state commerce or the federal government's ability to
exercise foreign policv.

An underlying strategy of the U-M brief is to de-
soribe the case as an abstract lawyers' dispute about
regental vs, legislative power, not really one about
the depth of their professed abhorrence of apartheid.
Much of the brief of the B.5.U. et al. is devoted to
attacking that claim, which the history of the U-M
divestment movement shows to be at most half-true.

Attorney Robert Gillett, a co-author of the latter
brief, believes that "the amicus briefs really had an
impact on the court. The amicus groups’ interest in
the suilt was itself important."

The Regents can now appeal to the Court of Appeals.
Gillett feels, howaever, that "Judge Stell wrote an
excellent opinion that will be hard to reverse." The
Regents will decide whethar te appeal at their meeb-
ing on September 19, The WCCAA urges paople to attend
that meeting, and will he organizing speakers for the
"poblic comment" section of the meeting to tell the
Regents that it is time they wtopped fighting P.A, 512
and complied with it.

For more details about the case, contact Cindy Poe
{895-0365) . Also, the file in Ingham Co, Cireuit Court
can be inspected. The case is entitled Regents of the

U-M w. State of Michigan, No. 82-50309.CZ.
-
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NOTE: This issue deals specifically with dlvestment,
due to the legislative activity that is going on cur-
rently conerning this issue, Next issue will deal
with South Africa and the Frontline states and will
feature a letter received by one of our WCCAR members
fram My, Herman Teivo 'ja Toive, Secretary General of
SWAPO, who pointed out in his letter that the “Free
South Africa' Movement should really be changed to
the "Free Sonthern Africa Movement" since it ignores
the destabilization policies of the govermment in
Pretoria to the enkire southern African region.



