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Exgcuiice Sosretory Emurtiv: AFSC Statement on South Africa

The sudden and sweaping crackdown by the South African government against
nonviclent oppesition to apartheid and racial oppression within its borders
has casl the world into shock and sorrow and has cornered the government
i?se]f in & self-imposed state of political siege on the eve of a nations]
election.
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sympathy with thoze a L d in South Africa and those who wi
subsequently shavre their fate. We appeal to the consciences of fhe rulers
of South Afyica to rescind their unacceptable actions and indeed revudiate
their policy of apartheid, We believe that they have acted in panic cut of
a demonstrated inability to respond calmly to the damocratic criticisms of

the press and the petitions of their couragesus critics wno have soucht to

i ogoverpmont £o a reasoneble course of social, political and
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he fact, recoonized by the American government, prass and
cuth Africa, in an act of dasporate blindness, has determined
ne availabie nonviolent channels for democratic erforts to
prassive posture of the government and fis white minority
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Jo share the soreading senss of alarm that South Africs has maximized,

not minimized, the likelihood of underground resistance surely leading the

government tu more bloodshed, if it can not be firmly persuaded tochange couvse.

We believe thet Americans,hopafully in concert with other countries, should
take sction that will expose the government of South Africa to external non-
vipient pressure, so that the opponents of the regime within South Africa

o

#i1l not be Teft alone, seeking desperate means to reverse the situatiun.

He urge the U.S. President and Congress to take prompr steps to back up
their protestaiicns with aciion, including support for initiatives in the
United Nations. We bulieve the President should at once review all official
assistance and suppovrt of South Africa to determine what relationships can
be immediately suspendad. We urge the over 400 Amwerican banks and corverations
doing business in South Africz to suspend any new Toans cn investments and to
initiate an immcdiate review to defermine what other business activities,
investmenis and Toans can be quickly suspended and we ask the President and
Congress to do Tikewise. We call upon our government Lo increase ajd to -
South African refugees in Botswana, Zambia and Tanzania. We urge all religious
congregations to pray Tor the moral sustenance of the victims and for a change
of heart among the rulers of South Africa. As a specific step we ask religious
bodies to examine any holdings they mey have in South Africa or in firms doing
business there, to challenge those firms which refuse to suspend businecss’
relatiors with South Afyica, and %o consider withdrawing such investiments.



This is not & time for tokenism or symbolism. There have been too many responses
that have been too 1ittle and too late. I South Africa is not to careen into
videning repression, bloodshod and viclence to add to its dismal racord of

racial oppression, those whs do not want to see her precicus black and white
peopie pushed into intolerznle choices must act without equivocation or delay

We speak out with heavy hearts but with the faith thot those who believe in &
process of redemption can initiate actions leading to a reasonable and humanitarian

resoluticn of the present impossible situation, There is no Time To waste.
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