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South African Blacks

By Beyers Naude

The era of protest politics has been
et aside in South Africa, replaced by
the first phase of a militant revolu-
tionary era. As one youth leader put it
last year: “We are now at war."” -
The 25 years since the massacre in
Sharpeville have brought increasing
arization to our politics. The ruling
ationalist Party points to the new
Constitution and other legislative re-
form as proof of real change. Most
black leaders disagree and maintain
that, taking everything into account,
the position of blacks has substan-
tinlly worsened in the last 25 years.
In the meantime, indisputably,
black opinion on political issues has
become much better informed, sup-
port for resistance has become more
widespread both in urban and rural
areas, black attitudes have become
much more militant and black ac-
tions are much better organized. In
reaction, white political feelings, in
both the Afrikaans and English-
speaking communities, have shifted
noticeably to the right. This has been
going on for some time, as demon-
strated by the growth of the Conser-
vative Party, but the recent unrest in
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the black townships is creating a
?hnxp new sense of insecurity and
ear.

All indications are that 1985 will see
an exacerbation of the hardships en-
dured by the majority of South Af-
ricans. It will also surely bring an ex-
tension of the struggles waged in 1984.

The recession is deepening, with

daily and
being thrown out

cuts
tion, conditions in the schools will get
worse. As bosses try to hold down
wages and push up productivity, ten-

sion in the factories will grow. And,
as local authorities persist in calling.
on the police and the military, our
communities will surely remain a
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Have Started to Rise Up

David Klein

has suffered under political oppres-
sion, economic exploitation, educa-
tional neglect and denigrating white

attitudes. For too long, the authori- be

ties (and those who put them in
power) have ignored the warning
pleas of millions of young people. For
too long, people have been detained,
tortured, banned and imprisoned
without adequate cause. And for too
long, the regime has succeeded in
cajoling, manipulating, bribing or
pressuring blacks and others to col-
laborate in implementing apartheid
in the hope that they will be incorpo-
rated in the system.

Now the moment has arrived when they

the
of silent suffering, have started to
rise up — burning Government

erty, bombing the homes and busi-
nesses of black officials and other
stooges, killing black police officers.

people, after decades and decades

Many of us. who oppose the regime
have foreseen these developmen
years — and we believe that all of it _
could have been prevented il our’
pleas had been heard and heeded. Bug
now that this situation has become a
bitter reality, what awaits us?

South Africans, both black and
white, will now have to agonize on
how to resolve the crisis. Yet a seri-
ous obligation also rests on the most
powerful and affluent country in thu.‘
world to reconsider jts responsibility |
toward South Africa. The United
States must help us to minimize the
emerging violence and maximize the

-~ minimum of violence. Americans disastrous

to bring about fundamental change emergency — and this could
by peaceful means or, where peaceful easily lead to military rule of so:
change is no longer possible, with a'kind. Such a development wouid h-
consequences for
should also do all they can to support cause of justice and peace in So
the efforts in their own country — by Africa, fanning the flames of vic!
churches, academic institutions and revolution and eventually leacin: |
other organizations — to press their country into civil war, If the Un!
Government to change its disastrous States is sincere in its concern to ©
policy toward South Africa. - - - —-vent further violence, it should .
Fourth, the United States should effective steps now to prevent the
terminate the policy of “‘constructive tablishment of military rule, with:
engagement” and initiate more its serious consequences not oniy |
meaningful pressures to hasten fun-' plack and white South Africans.
damental, nonviolent change. The 155 for the rest of southern Africa.
whole disinvestment debate could Finally, the American Governa: -
soon become irrelevant if the current and people must reassess their po!
unrest in South Africa continues Un- ¢qward Namibia, Angola, Moz
abated — for before long:it will have higue and Zimbabwe — a policy
created such an unstable is creating increasing frustrati
climate that overseas investors will iem and bitterness toward
R e
WD The State fei
free will not to support any further in- their Marxist tendencies and fear:
vestment. They will canclude that the' jend them American support. But .
risk is too great and will initiate steps gponer both the United States
toward disinvestment. South Africa accept that the politi:
Fifth, Washington should encour- change that black South Air
age Pretoria to ease up. I am cOD- wish to bring about will inevitebl
vinced that no return to stability iS yolve changes in the capitalist sy=.:
possible here as m as the black of free enterprise — a change town
%Nasm ai:dmhﬂmemmammm—ﬂm_
po prisoners remain in prison. traymatic and painful the tra=sit|
Americans must understand this, and yoward majority rule will be.
should demand the un I do not believe that the Tni:
release of all political prisoners, the giates can determine the directior

right of all exiles to return, the re- momentum of in South !
prop- _lease of all detainees, the unbanning ric,, but it can help the South Afris
'Government to understand and

PrOteSt clgtxwhtishappening. Itcanalso ¢

g the support of other Western o .

: politics are et e itk
ts for | ] ves for the upheaval of fun:
et aSIde -.mﬂmm .:;lm is on i:sm\;ay

“share % of many here that !

umummmmew.mﬁ process is going to be painful — :
should encourage Pretoria bloody. But the sooner the apart’:

grant all South African people the
freedom to elect their own leaders to
process of negotiated

change.

Sixth, the United States must make
it clear that it does not want to see
things get worse. The situation in
e e s
50 t
would be forced to declare a state of

system is dismantled, the greate: ©
hope of shortening this pericd
bloodshed and hastening the tran
tion to nonracial democratic rule.

initiate a

chances of peaceful change.

To begin with, it must recognize
that its lack of meaningful support for
the South African black community
and its struggle for liberation has
created feelings of deep and
animosity not only toward -
ton and its policy of *‘constructive en-
gagement,” but also toward many
American institutions and initiatives
in South Africa. A word of serious
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