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Changes are sweeping Africa

“Nothing can stop the changes sweeping over Africa,”
said Tom Mboya, Kenya's leading young political and
labor figure, on his recent successful tour of the United
States under the auspices of the American Committee on
Africa. What are some of the events changing this conti-
nent of over 220,000,000 people?

In 1950, three African countries were independent, In
1960 there will be 13. As the decade ends, the pace of
Alrica’s drive toward freedom increases. In 1958, the fol-
lowing significant steps were taken:

e The first Conference of Independent African States
met in Ghana in April.

e The French territory of Guinea became independent,

e The Pan-African Freedom Movement of East and
Central Africa was created.

e The first All African Peoples Conference was held at
Accra in December with delegates from 28 African coun-
tries, and fraternal representatives from all over the
world including four from the American Committee on
Africa.

IN THE UNITED NATIONS, the agenda of the 1958
General Assembly was commonly called “The Africa
Session” because so many issues on its agenda involved
Alrica. The Economic Commission for Africa was estab-
lished and first meetings held. For the first time a UN
Mission was given permission to visit South Africa to dis-
cuss the status of South West Africa, increasingly taken
over by South Africa as an integral part of the Union.

IN THE UNITED STATES, an Assistant Secretary of
State for African Affairs was for the first time appointed.
New consulates and offices of the U.S. Information Agency
were opened in African countries. But American policy
was still dominated by the traditional view of Africa as an
extension of Europe. The growing desire of Africans for
equal rights and self-determination has been recognized by
Americans with a seeming reluctance puzzling to Alricans.
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Many difficulties have been met in the African struggle
for independent political and e¢conomic development. In
Algeria war continues, with relations between North
Africa and France deteriorating rapidly. At the other end
of the continent, Prime Minister Verwoerd of South
Africa presses the racist policy of apartheid, with tensions
increasing between white and non-white, and 91 op-
ponents of apartheid indicted for “treason”.

In the Central African Federation, Alfricans of North-
ern Rhodesia and Nyasaland, unwilling parts of th_L:
white-dominated Federation, fear an "indcpendcnw
duplicating South Africa’s. Riots, killings by police, arrests
of African leaders attest further to the unrest.

In Kenya, attempts of non-white Kenyans to share
greater political and economic benefits have met with
“emergency” restrictions, arrests of leaders, confusion 0
political action with the terrorism of Mau Mau.

In the Portuguese territories of Mozambique
Angola, evidence has been documented of exploitation
and virtual slavery of Africans while Portugal, claiming
her colonies as “provinces,” refuses to report to the UN.
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“The American Committee on Africa’s contribution to
Afro-American understanding is already an important
influence in both continents,” said Tom Mboya. A major
contribution to this understanding was Mr. Mboya's six-
week tour of the United States in 1959, sponsored by the
Committee, during which he spoke at nearly 100 meetings
from Massachusetts to Florida,
New York to California. Mr.
Mboya also appeared on numer-
ous nation-wide radio and tele-
vision programs and was received
by the press with such comments
as: “. . . Mboya is able to pursue
his theme of ‘Africa for the Alri-
cans' in terms of morality and
logic that are unarguable.” (edi-
torial, Chicago Daily News). . . .
“It was no accident that the big-
gest hit of the World Affairs Con-
ference was Tom Mboya, an am-
bassador-at-large for Africa’s in-
dependence movement. The packed-house audience of
2,000 Friday and the standing ovation it gave his speech
were tribute to his eloquence.” (Denver Post). . . . “Cer-
tainly, if Africa can produce other young leaders with
just half the brilliance and sincere dedication of Tom
Mboya, then I want to do whatever I can to help keep
them rolling off the assembly line.” (Jackie Robinson’s
column in New York Post). . . .

AFRICA FREEDOM DAY

For the first time, April 15, 1959, was observed as
Africa Freedom Day. The Committee sponsored a cele-
bration at New York’s Carnegie Hall attended by nearly
3,000 people. Key speakers were Tom Mboya and Gov.
G. Mennen Williams of Michigan, with A. Philip Ran-
dolph, Harry Belafonte, and Ambassadors from most of
the African Independent States also on the program.
Established in 1958 by the first Conference of Inde-
pendent African States to be commemorated “until all
Alfrica is free”, Africa Freedom Day received wide acclaim
throughout the world, with greetings sent to the Com-
mittee’'s New York celebration by many African and
American leaders.

Prime Minister Sylvanus Olympio of French Togoland
stated in his message: “May I express the hope that your
organization will continue to be a source ofimpiration
and hope for millions of African freedom fighters, for
there can be no lasting world peace when so many African
territories are subjected to foreign rule.”

Charles T. O. King, Liberian Ambassador to the UN,
wrote: “You can hardly imagine what great effect this
gesture of your Organization has had in cementing closer
friendly relations between Africa and the United States,”

Haile Selassie, the Emperor of Ethiopia, said in his
paessagt;) lw lh:a(iommittee: “The cause which you espouse
is a noble and just one and, with th Umi
SR ]J? o e help of Almighty










