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LSA freshman Yousef Rabhi is escorted
out of the Fleming Building yesterday
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LSA junior Aria Everts is put into the
back of a police car. (ZACHARY
MEISNER/Daily)
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12 students arrested in Fleming
BY
KELLY

FRASER
Daily News Editor
Published April 3, 2007

Campus police arrested 12 student activists yesterday after they refused to leave University
President Mary Sue Coleman's office in the Fleming Administration Building when it closed at 5
p.m.

The protesters, who staged the sit-in as part of Students
Organizing for Labor and Economic Equality's Sweatfree
Campaign, were all released later last night. They were
demanding that the University toughen its labor standards
for suppliers producing University-licensed =apparel.

Administrators didn't interfere with the students or ask
them to leave until the office closed, protesters said.

At about 5:20 p.m., Dean of Students Sue Eklund and Gary
Krenz, special counsel to the president, gave the students a
final warning before waiting Department of Public Safety
officers entered the office to arrest the students.

"I want to make sure that an arrest this evening feels like
this is the best decision to help your cause," Eklund told the
protesters.

Everyone remaining in the building, including news
reporters, was then warned that if they did not vacate the
building immediately they risked arrest.

Before taking the students into custody, police again gave
each protester the option of leaving the building.

Meanwhile, about 40 SOLE supporters circled the building
chanting phrases like "The students united will not be
defeated" and drumming on buckets.

The crowd formed a line and cheered as police led each
protester from the building and into police vehicles. The
last student was led from the building at about 7 p.m.

The students were taken to the Department of Public
Safety's holding facility on Kipke Road, processed and
released.

The students don't plan on returning to Fleming tomorrow,
said SOLE member Blase Kearny, who was one of the 12
students arrested. Because the students were read a
trespass warning by police, they are legally banned from
Fleming, DPS spokeswoman Diane Brown said.

The students began their occupation at about 9:30 yesterday morning when they presented
Coleman with a list of demands, centered on adopting the Designated Suppliers' Program.

If the University adopted the program, all suppliers manufacturing University-licensed apparel

ADVERTISE WITH US »

MOST READ
1. Mia Za's Cafe closes after 10 years of

business
2. University alums' Ann Arbor company

expands to national retail
3. Report: Schlissel and Deloria elected to the

Academy of Arts and Sciences
4. University Alum considered for Pulitzer

Prize
5. Supreme Court hears oral arguments on

legality of same-sex marriage

ON THE BLOGS
The Filter

American Idol Recap: Top 5

The Filter
Best and worst dressed at the 50th Academy of
Country Music Awards

The Filter
'Supernatural' RECAP: hallucinations and a deadly
box in 'The Werther Project'

Home About Contact Join the Daily Merchandise Donate E-newslettersRSS feedsSalary supplement

ADVERTISE WITH US »

NEWS
Search

BROWSE THE ARCHIVES

MD

Thursday, April 30, 2015

CLASSIFIEDS ADVERTISE MERCHANDISE

ADMINISTRATION STUDENT GOVERNMENT RESEARCH

NEWS SPORTS OPINION ARTS BLOGS THE STATEMENT ANN ARBOR

http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=CuHGssT1CVbzCFsKc8QOS9IDYBYP9mqMG-57Nr7IBrgIQASC_tJwQYMm-q4mQpOgPoAGd48HPA8gBAqgDAcgDwQSqBKIBT9APKEQFtZdIXl0EsgUuXx0ppTM5H7iUg9bHilmSKA9tCvn099AHSF3pDdNqRsqBTfiSIFtofWZ7u1BRJmXnqnJSi52fwIMj0afE7yvijLXfz_2-3i0IFkEGJTbqvr3pnuAdaLsa7Y2ZvhYuYq5_du8RQzn30NmRWaGixqSwBQ9I2UqLb68aW-x-WXmUDMDFbS4benGkhT0mB5hUTFC2LBCniAYBoAYCgAfLnL4w2AcB&num=1&cid=5GhsNkbOTbaEtxc7iiD4G47C&sig=AOD64_2TySfPTzRnrJQwsqUXPsb0swOWZQ&client=ca-pub-8145247992971155&adurl=http://www.umdearborn.edu/academics/
http://store.michigandaily.com/
http://www.googleadservices.com/pagead/aclk?sa=L&ai=C-_stsT1CVezRI9Ch8wOb14HQBYax2PYGrtOkstoBFBABIL-0nBBgyb6riZCk6A-gAcq48c4DyAECqAMByAPBBKoEowFP0DKXVA4IqMSjjUIxiodhLc4khU3pr1eUpv8L81yqIS6vw9zwd3igP5YLSEGj9zekNW8AoF-n8LsovW5tcx8hknw8obIQ9WLhiYw0IVIcM8nLPxVTap1VcP6KJeIFHh1J2fBDNMqXD0IgneQfTnOdyfOSNOm7hRNn5fxrCNcnaPj-q51BUT-f9GMR-ltiqq1zJ5fPixB5ToHpRg7rjdbhoejciAYBoAYCgAeex44x2AcB&num=1&cid=5GhtjiU5FaQrAmOCEH-OiPiH&sig=AOD64_1S_CRFW2BAZ5A7DQ3sjFflCMTBPQ&client=ca-pub-8145247992971155&adurl=http://yourbiggestagetell.com/cmd3.php%3Fad%3D709185
http://www.michigandaily.com/sections/the-statement
http://www.michigandaily.com/section/blogs
http://www.michigandaily.com/
https://www.facebook.com/mbrdgt
http://twitter.com/search?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigandaily.com%2F%2Fcontent%2F12-students-arrested-fleming
http://www.michigandaily.com/section/arts
http://www.michigandaily.com/join-us
http://www.michigandaily.com/print/21650
http://store.michigandaily.com/
http://www.michigandaily.com/letters
http://www.michigandaily.com/news/report-mia-zas-cafe-closes-ann-arbor
http://www.michigandaily.com/files/leg/34wvx3th.jpg
http://www.michigandaily.com/about
http://www.michigandaily.com/section/sports
http://www.michigandaily.com/content/after-arrests-sole-presses
http://www.michigandaily.com/news/ann-arbor-business-start
http://www.michigandaily.com/news/supreme-court-hears-oral-arguments-legality-same-sex-marriage
http://data.michigandaily.com/tmdsal
http://www.michigandaily.com/content/sole-bares-skin-labor-rights
http://www.michigandaily.com/section/news/studentgovernment
http://www.michigandaily.com/news/report-schlissel-and-deloria-elected-academy-arts-and-sciences
http://www.michigandaily.com/content/adidas-under-fire-wisc-berkeley
http://www.michigandaily.com/contact
http://www.michigandaily.com/section/news/research
http://www.michigandaily.com/advertise
http://www.michigandaily.com/blog/filter/american-idol-recap-top-5
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/?footer=1
http://www.michigandaily.com/donate
https://developers.facebook.com/docs/plugins/?footer=1
http://www.michigandaily.com/news/university-alum-finalist-pulitzer-prize
http://www.michigandaily.com/blog/filter/supernatural-recap-hallucinations-and-deadly-box-werther-project
http://www.michigandaily.com/section/news/administration
http://www.michigandaily.com/forward?path=node/21650
http://www.michigandaily.com/archives
http://www.michigandaily.com/files/leg/pb7e94i2.jpg
http://www.michigandaily.com/rss-feeds
http://www.michigandaily.com/section/opinion
http://www.michigandaily.com/rss-feeds
http://www.michigandaily.com/advertise
http://www.michigandaily.com/
http://www.michigandaily.com/content/sole-asks-coleman-pay-their-fines
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=BAkQysT1CVY_xIZL5bIXygYgPm-GVtAcAAAAQASC_tJwQOABY29zgvtoBYMm-q4mQpOgPsgEVd3d3Lm1pY2hpZ2FuZGFpbHkuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gFBaHR0cDovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbmRhaWx5LmNvbS9jb250ZW50LzEyLXN0dWRlbnRzLWFycmVzdGVkLWZsZW1pbmfgAQPAAgLgAgDqAglTZWNvbmRCb3j4AvfRHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMByAOZBNAEkE7gBAGQBgGgBhTYBwE&num=0&cid=5GjkHa9d_tvDampb1JxFN0Ee&sig=AOD64_3bi-toYTwl1ql5jBE0BYzC66wrbw&client=ca-pub-8145247992971155&adurl=http://oes.umd.edu/summer-term%3Futm_source%3DST-B10-Online%26utm_medium%3De-newspaper%26utm_campaign%3DST-15-MI-Ad
http://www.michigandaily.com/section/news
http://www.michigandaily.com/blog/filter/best-and-worst-dressed-50th-academy-country-music-awards
https://twitter.com/intent/tweet?original_referer=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigandaily.com%2Fcontent%2F12-students-arrested-fleming&text=12%20students%20arrested%20in%20Fleming&tw_p=tweetbutton&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.michigandaily.com%2F%2Fcontent%2F12-students-arrested-fleming&via=michigandaily
http://www.michigandaily.com/classifieds
http://www.michigandaily.com/subscribelist
http://www.michigandaily.com/section/annarbor
http://googleads.g.doubleclick.net/aclk?sa=L&ai=B9beqsD1CVefeLdP5bM6vgNgIq5CIzwcAAAAQASC_tJwQOABY04CN3eMBYMm-q4mQpOgPsgEVd3d3Lm1pY2hpZ2FuZGFpbHkuY29tugEJZ2ZwX2ltYWdlyAEC2gFBaHR0cDovL3d3dy5taWNoaWdhbmRhaWx5LmNvbS9jb250ZW50LzEyLXN0dWRlbnRzLWFycmVzdGVkLWZsZW1pbmfAAgLgAgDqAgZUb3BCYXL4AvfRHpAD4AOYA-ADqAMByAOZBNAEkE7gBAGQBgGgBhTYBwE&num=0&cid=5GhpcWmsE9kzbJrmbOcz35YH&sig=AOD64_0u2xBj_2aH081UoLzZ8D01SlUXpw&client=ca-pub-8145247992971155&adurl=http://LetsMakeAMove.org
http://www.michigandaily.com/advertise


4/30/2015 12 students arrested in Fleming - The Michigan Daily

http://www.michigandaily.com/content/12-students-arrested-fleming 2/3

would have to agree to provide workers with union representation and a wage high enough for a
worker to support his or her family by working no more than 48 hours a week. Suppliers would
also have to submit to regular inspections by the Workers' Rights Consortium, the group that
developed the program.

The University currently monitors labor practices through its Vendor Code of Conduct.

SOLE members contend that the code is ineffective.

The group's demands also include restructuring the Labor Standards and Human Rights
Committee, which is charged with reviewing the University's labor guidelines.

The students - dressed as if for a day at the office - brought pillows, sleeping bags and backpacks
full of food. They occupied themselves during the day by blogging developments on their website
and reading testimonials from sweatshop workers out loud. They also used Facebook.com to
publicize the protest.

University spokeswoman Kelly Cunningham said there is no standard University protocol for
handling sit-ins. She said the students were allowed to stay during business hours because they
were not causing a disturbance.

The students also scattered letters of support they had received on the floor of the office.

University spokeswoman Julie Peterson confirmed that the office received hundreds of e-mails,
faxes and phone calls over the course of the day.

"There is clearly a very organized campaign underway," she said.

Sit-ins at the University have a long history. In November 1966, 1,500 students defied a ban on
sit-ins issued earlier that month and occupied three floors of the building the administration was
housed in at the time. The students were protesting the University's provision of class rankings to
the Selective Service.

In March 1999, 30 SOLE members demanding that the University set tougher labor standards for
its apparel supplier occupied the office of then-University President Lee Bollinger for 51 hours.
Those protesters left on their own, saying that administrators had met most of their demands.

Brown said the protesters were forcibly removed from the president's office this time because of
changes to security procedures after the terrorist attacks of Sept. 11, 2001.

"It's been an ongoing effort across the University not only by DPS but by schools, colleges and
departments to address security issues," she said. "If unauthorized people were allowed to stay in
the building, it takes away the resources of DPS from dealing with other situations on campus."

Kearney, though, said he and his fellow protesters were arrested for another reason - a difference
in leadership styles between Coleman and Bollinger.

"The fact that Mary Sue Coleman is the president is why we were arrested," he said, noting that
Columbia University, where Bollinger is now president, has adopted the Designated Supplier
Program.

University alum Rodolfo Palma, who was one of the protesters in 1999, hailed yesterday's sit-in in
an interview yesterday. He, too, said Coleman was responding differently than Bollinger.

"(Bollinger) never said yes, but at least he took us seriously," Palma said. "She seems like she is
completely disregarding things that are important to students."

Kearny said the sit-in was a success because of the media attention and student support it
generated.

While the sit-in continued at Fleming, SOLE member Leigh Wedenjoa questioned Coleman
during an LSA Honors Program luncheon in Mason Hall.

Coleman said she cared deeply about student input but that she must follow the processes for
addresses student concerns.

"Ultimately, my responsibility is to listen to the advice from a broad spectrum," she said.
Wedenjoa continued to question Coleman.

Coleman remained calm, and the conversation ended when she retorted: "I don't sit in my office
and be the grand pooh-bah and say thou shall do X, Y and Z."

At about 4:30 p.m., Krenz offered to arrange a meeting for the protesters with himself, Labor
Standards and Human Rights Committee Chair Laurence Root, Vice President for Student Affairs
Royster Harper and University General Counsel Martin Krislov today.

The students declined the offer because Coleman would not be present.
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The Labor Standards and Human Rights Committee is scheduled to submit a report to Coleman
on April 20 providing proposals on how to strengthen the Vendor Code of Conduct. Coleman has
offered to meet with SOLE after she reviews the committee's recommendations on April 20.

Root said the committee is working on ways to ensure suppliers enforce labor standards. He said
he expects the committee to vote on the recommendations during its last scheduled meeting next
week.

Root said the committee's main concerns with the Designated Suppliers' Program are its
feasibility.

"We felt that the (program) raised more questions than it answered," he said.

The students arrested were: LSA juniors Adam Lax and Aria Everts; LSA sophomore Blase
Kearney, LSA freshman Yousef Rabhi, LSA seniors Noah Link and Alex Bryan; RC sophomore
Kate Barut; RC junior Jason Bates; RC freshmen Lauren Keils, Sophie Reich and Alex Jakubiec;
and Music sophomore Jonathan Duggan.

Brown said the students were arrested for violating a 1970 state law. The law makes it a
misdemeanor for a person breaking the rules of a college or university to remain in a place after
being asked by an officer of the university to leave and if the person risks causing harm or is
disrupting or preventing the functioning of the institution.

Violators face fines of up to $500 and or 30 days in prison.

The group is soliciting donations on its website, uofmsitin.com (http://www.uofmsitin.com) , to help
cover fines and legal costs.

­ Andrew Grossman contributed to this report.
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