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February 21, 2000
Dear President Bollinger:

Dialogue has ended in Wisconsin. I urge you to encourage all parties
involved in the conflict to take part in meaningful discussion and debate.
We are presented with a dangerous situation in which the parties to conflict
have felt it necessary to resort to tactics such as sitting-in, on the part of the
student protesters, and the use of bodily force, on the part of the
administration, in the absence of dialogue.

You argue in your book The Tolerant Society that social stigmas are often
more powerful and effective that judicial punishment. In response to this
argument, we ask: had Chancellor Ward believed in the rightness of his
opinion and final decision, would not social consequences far outweigh legal
ones and thus doom the student protesters? Obviously, Chancellor Ward
understands that social stigmas are working against him rather than the
students, and, from this position of weakness rather than rightness, he has
had to resort to the use of legal restraints. I urge you to use your influence
with Chancellor Ward to encourage him to engage in meaningful discussion
to resolve this conflict. I urge you also to use the same wisdom in your
dealings with the Students of Color Coalition here in our own front yard.

Sincerely,

SOLE






