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I greatly regret that it is impossible for me to take part in the dis-
cussion this afternoon of our policy in Vietnam. I have looked for-
ward to this meeting, and I hate to miss it. "When I accepted your

invitation, I did so with the warning that I might be unable to attens

because of other duties. It zives me no pleasure that this warning
has come true, "

I regret my absence the more because I wholly disagree with those who
have argued that it is inappropriate for a Government official o take
partin a discussion of this kind. It may be true -- m I have no
first-hand knowledze -- that some of your me E:
failed to meet the standards appropriaie
discussion, It may also be true -- and I hz
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in what we all must recognize to be a complex, ugly and demanding
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- iat@n, Those qgferences may go deep to the nature of the politics
s.l A sia, .tD the legitimacy of force in the face of armed attack and to
the true prospects and purposes of the people of Vietnam themselves.

But my own assessment is that what divides us 1s less than what unites
us. None of us wants the war to be enlarged. All of us want a decent
cettlement. None of u- wants other men to be forced under a totalitarian
political authority. All of us seek a solution in which American troops
can be honorably withdrawn. None of us -- I hope -- believes that these

are easy goals. All of us -- I trust -- are prepared to be steadfast in
the pursuit of our purposes.

I recognize the entire sincerity of the great majority of those who now
disagree with our policy in Vietnam., I think many of these critics have
been wreng in earlier moments of stress and danger, and I think many
of them misunderstand the hard realities of this dangerous world. DBut
their good faith and good intent are not in question -- and on other issues
at other times their efforts have been of great service to their country.

Having said this much, perhaps I can ask in return that these critics
should recognize that the Administration which now bears responsibility
for the conduct of our foreign affairs does no

sake, or 'brinkmanship' of any sort. The purpose of its foreign policy --

in Vietnam as elsewhere -- is that diplomacy and power and progress and
hope shall be held together in the service of the freedom of us all. Sol

trust that the discussion this afternoon will not turn upon charge and
countercharge against the motives of those with whom we disagree. Let

it turn instead upon analysis of the situation as it is and of choices for
the future which can serve the purposes we share.

t admire force for its own

I repeat my apologies for my erforced

absence, and I take comfort in
the thought that I shal

1 miss the meeting more than you will miss me.
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