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. tarth Day - April 22, 1970 - was a watershed eve
brotection in the United States. All across the cour
f?r cleaning up the environment by sk o
million people were involved. A n
ment to clean up air and water, - and hea
18s and protect natural areas from uncontrolled

The original Earth Day constituency was ext

e 5
"l" ;
el

i

ly be pigeonholed according to labels like “libe
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all walks of life participated, and the movement

-0

political support for its environmental goals. The Nai
Clean Air Act and Clean Water Act can all be regarded
tal movement which began on Earth Day. T an
mental Protection Act in this state.
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A Targe number of state and national environment
nings in the era's new ecological consciousness. One
ronmental Action for Survival), which was born in lat:
in on the environment in March of 1970. Later t ‘

tcology Center, which soon developed into a nor
from the University. Throughout the 1970's, the
have endeavored to keep concern for the environme
and the citizenry through both education and dire

The tenth anniversary of Earth Day couldn't have c¢ me at a
though we have made headway, recent events have shown that the
can be eliminated in an instant unless we maintain constant vi
ists have constantly fought the e
litical leaders, that environmental
duction goals. With economic and energ)
attacks on the environment have escalate
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tion Board may be given the autho
laws designed to protect pub 'th 2 environment. Large scale de
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at Three Mile Island, Center testimony de | Ry
sulting from the handling of uranium thh mﬁmﬁi’ Eﬁb: k"“,"‘ public health d
were several documented operational defj nuclear fuel cycl

rious violations of Nuclear Regulatory Commission saf

o man Tl e i S
-0 T E-L 7 I
d [ R 4 RN o s B

| 1 5 I 3 ™ r I e T B

four existing nuclear plants,

The Center emphasized that the twi . P
reactor decommissioning have not been rgsgﬁ:;&:; :f lard ot
mately impose significant economic burdens on mmm g SRR
ue to operate in the absence of acceptable solutionc. and wadia: o
mulating in "temporary" storage facilities at plant sites. o

The Center disputed utility company claims that .-f o
er today or in the next two decades. The Center's analveic des
Edison’s long range projections for growth in peak load demand
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Ike-a-thon Kicks Off Bicycle
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This year's Ecology Center Bike-a-thon wi .-" PO
day series of activities designed to promote bicycling in An
Great Days in May", sponsored by the City of
Ann Arbor Bicycle League, will run from Sunday, b

and will feature a different bicycling activity each day,
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1_'he Bike-a-thon will be held from noon to 5 E “on Sundav. Mav
date is Sunday, May 18th) and will once again be cosponsored by tF
ter, Ann Arbor Bicycle League, Ann Arbor Bicycle Touring Society
Citizen's Band Emergency Group. Cyclists raise funds fo
asking people to pledge an amount of money per mile that they ride dus
Bike-a-thon. It is the year's largest fundraiser for the Center. as

he festivities effective wav to 1Ser 1or the Lenter, as well ¢
: ; | show yo e na in the Ann Avbariar,
1 If you are interested in taking part in any of the Earth Day ' . | . ) gl } e
19_ eaSﬁ call the Ecology Center at 761-3186 to get involved. [f J{Ou . ' ,Bike-a-thon participants will have a choice of routes to cycle on May 4t
or the event, we hope to see you on Main Street, Tuesday, Abri] gan t hg]p prepare Ihe Ci1ty route" is an 11 mile ride entirely within Ann Arbor. The 28 mile
support for a second environmental decade! » Showing your county route" follows Huron River Drive to Dexter and returns to Ann Arbor v:
Parker and Scio Church roads., Experienced cyclists may wish to take part in
(THE ENTIRE MONTH OF APRIL IS FILLED WITH LOCAL, STATE AND NATIONAL ENVIRO the 100 mile Grape Century Rides which is part of the Eike-a-tma B
EVENTS, INCLUDING AN ANTI-NUCLEAR MARCHE ON WASHINGTON ON APRTT, 26TH, e FNMNTAL year, The T‘Ol,ltes.are Wi]1-m0nit0r9d during the Bik&‘&-tw p'.-_
25TH, THE ECOLOGY CENTER WILL HOLD AN OPEN HOUSE FROM 3 TO 6 PM Tp COMMoﬁ%L APRIL safety measures will be taken. ot A e
CENTER'S TENTH BIRTHDAY. WATCH AROUND TOWN FOR THE EARTH DAY '80 carp THE T T
NDAR WHICH i : o . : A i ~ S
F WHICH ARE ALSO LISTED AT THE DE- Anyone intere ike-a- pick up a br [ |
TAILS APRIL ACTIVITIES, SOME OF WH “ND OF THIS NEWSIETTER, and sponsor sheet iﬁegh;"émg? Egn}:ﬂe]ﬁ 3(13"1( :yaHg??n igﬁ uggbgicguggii Eg ary or |
area bicycle and ‘ y - ar af TRl ATHR EARE
sporting goods stores. Call the Ecology Center at 761-3186 for §

Center QueStions Need fOl’ NUCIGGI' POWer | further information.

ified before the : Other activities slated for the remaining "Eight Great Days in May" in Tud
On Monday, March 31st, the Ecology Center testifiec state legis i : emaining "Eig at Days in May" include |

- : i . Calling for a : a- a "ride to work with i ir clini bv-hike B
tgr‘ﬁ;(s:] ggﬁc;g‘}lego;?gn%gm;::;:t:epﬁgsgggl}:a;ngﬁg% currenﬂ; operat?ﬁ:;f Eﬂecgggggc:fon gay » bicycle film fes%?saq]?yggcyg?g’pggglg:t:lzg 5?523:1215?;3125%&2 IggugfkeFur
t?dichigan lawmakers to "take an active role 8 promu1gat:__ng SEatemde ROSry PO]icigsged f ag”gg;fgmat‘:on on these events, call the City of Ann Arbor Bicycle Coordinator §
especially as they relate to the public's health and satety. ; | .
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Show your support for bicycling in Ann Arbor by participating in this

] P blems relating to nuclea
r identified a range of unsolved pro r_Power gen_ :
The Cente gen year's Bike-a-thon and the many other bicycling events in May!

ation. In addition to the ever-present chance of serious accident simila that
er : A
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Consistent] l
actual geen ."rONg ¢ _

: ; unreasonable to
high as 20z, With changes of this ""39"1?255? reduc-

2 would n
period would provide eng eed to be opened in thi< centy

This twen y
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-Thomas J. Blessing-
R
Michigan, with a population of nine million peg
facilities, generates 26,000 tons of general r

per day. Yet today, 64 of Michigan's 83 counties do
or within two years will be without landfill space.
id waste management as reported by the Resou "ce Recc
Department of Natural Resources in its 1978 state p;
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This situation led environ ntalists to voic

improper disposal methods and the 11
M"I-Ch'igan rESidentS. The ]ﬁg"sja ire T

The passage of P.A. 641 of 1978 (Solid Waste Managem
1979 (Hazardous Waste Management Act) |
most comprehensive set of laws governing iaste ¢
within the United States. In addit; on to the recent
Resource Recovery Commiss ion was created to advis
management with the passage of P.A. 366 of
work within which solid waste prob

Up until the signing :
provisions of P.A. 87 of 1965
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scope, was as comprehensive as any in the co at th e time o
law. One section of P.A. 87 called for mun ies with na
or more to prepare plans detailing
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submittal of plans for DNR approval was required no later than July 1, 1974

In December of 1974, P.A. 366 was passed, | m@f "ing municipalit: es to eme

authority to enforce compliance for municipalities which did n ot meet the two yea

for handling refuse.

deadline.

If these two laws had been enforced as intended by the 1¢ gislature, every Mich-
igan municipality with a population greater than 10,000 would be in the p e
implementing an environmentall Y sound solid waste management program. Yet 200
are far from attaining this goal, and lack of enforcement is the single largest con-

e

According to the preliminary draft of a report on “Michigan's Solid Waste Prob-
lems" prepared by the DNR, 23 Michi an counties m no app : 4n " e
Oy canscounties have a landfil] 11censed under P.A. B7 aid are notifksantiat
to be relicensed under P.A. 641. Only nineteen Michigan co ities have disposal fa-
cilities with over two years 1ife expectancy remaining. It is clear that*we“arg =
simply running out of disposal space. kA i f 4 -* :

por dissone]: The sorianiieriay 'gm ral municipal refuse can only Jead osE
improper disposal, The contamination o ground and surface waters from imprope e
disposal 1s well documented. Leachate formed from water saturating the refuse can
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; igher prices general public wi ] :
materials. for goods and Services using or ge]e;ela]tl?r]!g P?:z;:dg::

: There are a number
ing 1) landfilling; 2) ng roSLe management options availa

| : urce separation ( :
resource recovery using high €.9. curbside pi
technology. An__Octobeg, lgygtec""‘ﬂﬂg)'; and 4) resource

- : -{ude the burying o
other uses and the ongoing d1ff1culty of ~}‘;‘f"ingin: ::.:u?ﬂfifﬁ f°¥§§§§$o;§$§s°&}_§§-}’ - for
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mechanized
this approach. A
sossible using this option.

Many environmentalists have favored a
ate technology" approach. LandiiliisS, SOUHSS
Appropriate technology would
eStﬁﬂﬁted 681; 2 -fffffmmﬁ:

The table below summar R PR T
station costs. - BRI

OPTION

LANDFILL ONLY
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m. The CounCi e
veloping an approach called "Eegner s 1 s de-

T 2 t@‘ﬁh
Milliken 10 %
onomic De W e s
and Resource Recovery, " The ouncil adv;ﬁggggent tect 11CYjAdV‘§ﬁ£
that communities seek industries or facilities ronmenta P'Oen representa
that can use materials Or steam generated from v};atew'ide citiz n state envi
municipal waste handling Systems.  Communitjes sﬂmw-M11\1k9“°1r qualitys
then ha\_fe S€cure markets for Products from source E:ater‘ qualitys aomm1ttee'
séparation systems and Nergy-recovery incinera- tention by the ¢
. i ; se
e & John has prev10?zly0?
also under way to persuade companies that use reclaimed materials inyolved in réeviec
ple, the Rgsource R 1Visi |

enter Board of ner - SECTE T S forRtiE
disposal problems are available. Yet they will Board officers. rie Kantne = rd members
€nvironmentally destructive approaches are stopped. Vice President; Bt -
t insist that local Jovernments implement plans to handle their waste. 1 these officers @
With adequate enforcement of present laws, Michigan can make sure it's not caught
down in the dumps.

| and programs.
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. : Court, Ann o P S GRS
Fuller Road hearin date postponed: In the last issye of.ECOLOGY.R@PORZS,.we stated | dclagiE s
that the City of Ann Arbor Engineering Department would hold a public hearing on pro-

gy Center staff people, Ma

aril 123 e ?
rge Bruchac and Jim Frey, within the Saturday ﬁ"ay LE 8
next two months. Marge and Jim have played crucial roles in Center activities, o 5 PN ed ) Bf{,g;. ot
and we'11 miss them badly. —%Ws fo
Thur il

The staff reduction will significantly impact both Center Programs a"dtﬁge - trol. Chs e | C o
workloads of the remaining four staff persons. To minimlze‘these 1mpaCF5:t AP —T¢ _ _ h_,ﬁf:f;;;igtgai",:.
Center is extending an open Invitation to members who may wish to contribu en ; 'SC D _ . 108y ™
their time and skills to volunteer activities. We feel that volunteering ca | . 0D
be a valuable and sa

' i ibutions

tisfying €xperience, both in terms of making contri !

to the Center's environmental work and fostering new acquaintances and friend
ships.
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