qmllmt\\l\ )

Officers
Al Kennedy
Fred Dilley
Lee Abbott
Dick Kurzhals, Ph.D.

Directors:
Al Bennett
Mike Cary
Lexie Coxon
Mary Jane Dockeray
Kay Dodge

Susan K. Gillis, Ph.D -

Mark Gleason

Geoff Hughes

Gordon Jones

8ill Pearson
JPierce

Gary Steinhoft

Bill Stough

Mary Swain

Jan V. O'Connell

Phyllis Weber

)i

Translating concern
into action

Loge bt

WEST MICHIGAN ENVIRONMENTAL ACTION COUNCIL

1324 Lake Drive,S.E.* Grand Rapids, Michigan 49506 = 616-451-3051

PRESS RELEASE PRESS RELEASE ; PRESS RELEASE

November 26, 1980 , st Contaét: Ken Sikkema, Executive
: : D1rector, 616- 45'I 3051

<o 4

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 3
PIGEON RIVER DRILLING AGREEMENT REACHED *~

Ken Sikkema, Executive Dzrector of the West M1ch1gan Env1r-Lv].'

onmental Action Council (WMEAC), was in Northern M1ch1gan today for the

controversial env1ronmenta] d1sputes., Smce 1968 oil compan:

1980, however, an Ingham Countg ‘;‘&57
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"One of the . ke
e Ry MOt important provisions is this concept of 'sequential
evelopment. %,

P This simply means that the area in which drilling will be a

will be divided into three areas.

Development can begin in one ared'aﬁa
ceed to t i : v s R

he next only if the 0i1 companies do all the work in an environm

sound manner. G S

"Another important feature," Sikkema noted;_"méngv e

ested public have an opportunity to- comment upon the deye]qﬁﬁeatv

accomplished by establishing the Pigeon River'Countny-Stété For

before it is implemented."

Sikkema also noted that the Plan in¢1udgd

only by being flexible ind
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.er g economic and énergy problems. In the face of that fact, there
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is n integrity nor virtye in maintaining a position that will u1t1mate1y

result in less environmenta1 protection or that will Jeopard1ze our abjlityﬂ@o *i‘l‘ '
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Energy Committee on November 25 in Lans1ng The cOmm1ttee \

1119 with a ]egis]ative form of the comprom1se.dr1]1gng;p1a

has already said he will sign that bill once the;MiébjgggfLé st



NEW PROTECTIQEIGEON RIVER DRILLING -

OIL ¢ ED TO BY ENVIRONMENTA
OMPAg,IEgS AND THE DNR TO BE ADDED T0 THE
TRICTIONS IN THE 1976 PLAN

Sequential Deve1ogment

The southern one-thj f F | n
e-third of the orest is divided into three areas, beginn'i g
with th i 3 t . m
e least sensitive and endmg with the most sensitive. Development

begins i i
g in the first area and can only proceed to the next if the oil companies

demonstrate compliance with all the restrictions in this new development plan.

Time Limit on Hydrocarbon Production

The purpose of establishing a 1limit on hydrécarbon productiop is to shorten
the time that these activities are conducted in the Forest?; This is accomp-
lished by (1) prohibiting low cost, low productivity "stripper" wells, (2)
removing the current cei1ing which prohibits pumping more than 300 barrels

per day; and (3) shutting off all "marginal” wells and restoring the site.

In addition, we have specifically stated that "the goal is to produce oil
and gas as quickly as possible to minimize the duration of associated hydro-
carbon activities within the Forest."

Public Participation

The Pigeon River Country State Forest Advisory Council (composed of citizeps
members broadly representative of all interests) is established as a public
review board to assist in all phases of the development plan. They will
advise the Director on (1) all exb]oration and development plans before such
plans are approved; (2) alternative surface drilling locations before drill-
ing permits are jssued; and (3) all study plans and study results.
Enforcement

Full time DNR enforcement officers will be located on-site to monitor all

phases of hydrocarbon development and to enforce the provisions of this plan.
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a. a plan to contro] Off-

C. new measures to Protect Streams: -

(1)
(2)
(3)

ISR b”idges Or culverts over the Black River; :
only one new pipeline Crossing of the Black River;

on]y Oone new location for flowline and electric 1line crossings of
the Black River,

unless for environmental reasons;

(4) new measures to control sour gas problems
011 companies must update the "Contingency Plan" (used in the

accidents), applying best available technology.
6. Studies

7 The 0i1 companies have agreed to fund $85,000 wortt

| a. one study ($25,000) will be designed to ide
tions and drilling times to minimize impac
wildlifes s

b. another study ($69,090)‘wi1

factors related



FINALLY, AND MOST IMPORTANTLY:

govironmental organizations wil have the 1ndependent 1ega1

enforce this plan in court! : | of A



