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THIS SHAMELESS USE OF THE JUDICIAL SYSTEM AS A
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"THE OIL COMPANIES HAVE CLEARLY DECIDED TO USE THE LEGAL SYSTEM IN

A WAY TO SIMPLY WEAR DOWN THEIR OPPONENTS ON THE PIGEON RIVER CASE.

STRATEGY TO EXHAUST THE RESOURCES AND THE COMMITMENT OF THOSE OPPOSED 7O D
THEY ARE COUNTING HEAVILY UPON THE IDEA THAT SPECIAL INTERESTS IN OUR SOCIE
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November 26, 1980

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

PIGEON RIVER DRILLING AGREEMENT REACHED

Ken Sikkema, Executive Director of the West Michigan Envir-

onmental Action Council (WMEAC), was in Northern Michigan today for the

purpose of discussing a compromise drilling plan for the Pigeon River

Country State Forest.

The Pigeon River Forest, located in Otsego and Cheboygan

counties, has been the subject of one of Michigan's longest and most

controversial environmental disputes. Since 1968, oil companies and

environmental groups have battled over 0il development in this large,

semi-wilderness Forest.

Sikkema's organization has led the battle to protect the

Forest for a number of years. In 1979 they won a State Supreme Court

decision that banned the drilling of ten test wells in the Forest. In
1980, however, an Ingham County Circuit judge ruled that the o1l com-
panies could drill as long as they stayed off the 10 sites specified
in the Supreme Court decision.

This new compromise Plan (see attached summary) was

hammered out after weeks of negotiations between WMEAC, oil companies

and the Department of Natural Resources.

It will be presented to the
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The Leaislature, and the Governor for approval.

Sikkema said that the new Plan includes those elements which are

necessary to protect the Forest from long-term environmental damage. He high-

lighted what he considered to be several important features:
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certain, given our economic and energy problems. In the face of that fact, there
is neither integrity nor virtue in maintaining a position that will ultimately
result in less environmental protection or that will jeopardize our ability to

independently enforce strict controls.”

»

~ The Natural Resources Commission unanimously supported the compromise

1e Michigan Legislature approves it.
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He noted that not everyone will be happy with the compromise:
"This is not a plan that will satisfy those who wish to maintain a position

of no drilling in the Pigeon River Forest. No plan can ever do that.
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+ PAVES THE WAY FOR OIL DRILLING IN THE GREAT LAKES.

i

. IF AND WHEN A DECISION IS MADE TO DRILL IN THE GREAT LAKES, EXEMPTS

-

THAT DRILLING FROM ALL OF MICHIGAN'S ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS:

- DECREASES THE POWER OF THE NATURAL RESOURCES COMMISSION TO CONTROL
OIL DRILLING ON STATE LANDS OF “EXCEPTIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL VALUE";

ir

&

. FAILS TO REQUIRE THE OIL COMPANIES TO PROVIDE THE SEISMIC DATA THEY

&
|

HAVE, THUSLEAVIHGTHE?STATE KNOWING SUBSTANTIALLY LESS ABOUT. ITS OWN RESOURCES
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SIKKEMA CONCLUDED: "THE IMPLICATIONS OF SB 1119 TO MICHI
OUR PUBLICLY-OWNED NATURAL RESOURCES AND TO THE GREAT LAKES ARE ENO
FRIGHTENING. SB 1119 MAY REPRESENT THE INTERESTS OF THE OIL COMPANIES VERY

IT FAILS TO ADEQUATELY REPRESENT THE PUBLIC'S INTEREST.”




