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I am confident that our allies will also make
their full contribution to this NATO de-
fense, so that the burdens and responsibili-
ties of partnership may be equitably shared.

Military strength—both nuclear and non-
nuclear—is useful only as it serves political
ends. Our task is to insure that NATO
remains an effective means for concerting
these ends, as well as for building that
strength. My country will join its allies in
using NATO fully for this purpose.

In these fields—as well as in monetary
affairs, in aid to the developing areas, and in
trade—we must each assume responsibilities
commensurate with our resources. That is
what partnership in a vigorous Atlantic com-
munity means and requires. To this end,
we welcome the emergence of a Europe
growing in unity and strength. For we
know that only a united Europe can be a
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strong Europe, and only a strong Europe
will be an effective partner.

NATO is the enduring instrument for
joining such a Europe and the United States
in common programs to meet common mili-
tary and political needs. On its success
hinges, in large measure, the success of both
European and American efforts to build the
Atlantic partnership and the larger commu-
nity of free nations which that partnership
serves. That is why I, like three Presidents
before me, rededicate my country to its con-
tinuing support and hold high hopes for its
continuing success.

~ore: The message was read to the Council by
Secretary of State Dean Rusk and was made public
by the NATO Press Service.

President Kennedy’s message to the Council in
1961 is printed in the Department of State Bulletin
(vol. 44, p. 333).

50 Remarks Upon Signing the Clean Air Act.

December 17, 1963

I AM GLAD to approve this legislation
which is to be known as the Clean Air Act.
It will make possible a national effort to con-
trol air pollution, a serious and growing
threat to both our health and our safety.
Ninety percent of the population of our cities,
over 100 million people, already suffer from
a degree of air pollution that demands im-
mediate action.

There are over 6,000 communities which
need assistance. This act will permit ex-
panded research, foster cooperative efforts
among the States, provide better State and
Federal control over pollution. The Federal
Government will encourage industry to seek
effective solutions to problems of pollution
and organize cooperative projects with local,
State, and Federal participation.
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Now, under this legislation, we can halt
the trend toward greater contamination of
our atmosphere. We can seek to control
industrial wastes discharged into the air.
We can find the ways to eliminate dangerous
haze and smog. All of us are very grateful
to Congressman Roberts, to Senator Ribicoff,
Senator Muskie, to the Chairmen of the
Senate and House Committees, Senator
McNamara and Congressman Harris, and to
all of their colleagues in both the House
and Senate who developed and guided this
important bill through the Congress. They
truly can be proud of the efforts they have
made and the achievements that have
resulted.

If we keep getting bills down here like
the education bill and the pollution bill, I am
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going to have to take new bids on pens to see
if we cannot increase the budget by getting
cheaper pens!

Note: The President spoke at 9:30 a.m. in the
Cabinet Room at the White House. During his re-
marks he referred to Representative Kenneth A.
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Roberts of Alabama, Senator Abraham A. Ribi-
coff of Connecticut, Senator Edmund S. Muskie of
Maine, Senator Pat McNamara of Michigan, Chair-
man, Senate Committee on Public Works, Represent-
ative Oren Harris of Arkansas, Chairman, House
Committee on Interstate and Foreign Commerce.

The Clean Air Act is Public Law 88-206 (77
Stat., 392).

51 Address Before the General Assembly of the United Nations.

December 17, 1963

Mpr. President, Mr. Secretary General, dis-
tinguished delegates to the United Nations,
ladies and gentlemen:

We meet in a time of mourning, but in a
moment of rededication. My Nation has
lost a great leader. This organization has
lost a great friend. World peace has lost a
great champion.

But John F. Kennedy was the author of
new hope for mankind, hope which was
shared by a whole new generation of leaders
in every continent, and we must not let grief
turn us away from that hope. He never
quarreled with the past. He always looked
at the future. And our task now is to work
for the kind of future in which he so
strongly believed.

I have come here today to make it un-
mistakably clear that the assassin’s bullet
which took his life did not alter his Nation’s
purpose.

We are more than ever opposed to the doc-
trines of hate and violence, in our own land
and around the world.

We are more than ever committed to
the rule of law, in our own land and around
the world.

We believe more than ever in the rights of
man, all men of every color, in our own land
and around the world.

And more than ever we support the
United Nations as the best instrument yet

devised to promote the peace of the world
and to promote the well-being of mankind.

I can tell you today, as I told you in 1958
when I came as Majority Leader of the
United States Senate to the first committee
of this great tribunal, that the full power
and partnership of the United States is com-
mitted to our joint effort to eliminate war
and the threat of war, aggression and the
danger of violence, and to lift from all
people everywhere the blight of disease, and
poverty, and illiteracy.
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Like all human institutions, the United
Nations has not achieved the highest of
hopes that some held at its birth. Our under-
standing of how to live, live with one an-
other, is still far behind our knowledge of
how to destroy one another.

But as our problems have grown, this
Organization has grown, in numbers, in
authority, in prestige, and its member na-
tions have grown with it, in responsibility
and in maturity.

We have seen too much success to become
obsessed with failure.

The peace-keeping machinery of the
United Nations Aas worked in the Congo,
in the Middle East, and elsewhere.

The great transition from colonial rule to
independence Aas been largely accomplished.
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