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Threats to NEPA
B T s

NEPA is under serious attack in the U. 5. Congress.
In one of its fastest moves thls Session, the House pas ssed 05
April 21st two bills, H.R. 3787 and H.R. 3130, e e
the effectiveness of NEPA 1n highway projects and sel a prececens
for the limiting of NEPA in other areas. The Senate 1s ﬂﬁﬂﬁtaﬁﬁuﬁ
up the proposed'leglslatlon and is expected to act.very Euﬂw; Yo
The tremendous pressure for pasSage has come from the hlénhaiiﬁr
lobby and follows President Ford's release of $2 Billion 1n i*bn_
way Trust funds and a key decision -~ COnS ervatlon Society ol
Southern Vermpnt Vi Secretar of Trans cat . S- -
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ppeals Sscui T, Dec. .
requires tl hway Administratlon (FHWA) to prepare :

own Environ ,;.tstatements rather than to delegate
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on to the states.
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to provide e cifric relief to the
rt decision (New York, Conneﬂt;:::
nd Vermont) pégéipmruxaéﬁfajm;ug3;~ of Transportation to adopt
tHralor i R 980 45 & broad amendment 1O NEPA

le n ' , allows state preparation of mpact Stut“
7ﬁ7‘reSpon51ble "partlclpates in
0 affects not only NEPA's applica-
f“ﬁﬁets all programs where a state

pig'.r a license, etc.

passage of either bill are numerQus:

te major amendments to NEPA.
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ig ‘as self-interested as any private
jeral funds, approvals, licenses;
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be given no more responsibility over

}iqn than a private applicant.
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therefore, its

2y is in a position to look
ts in a particular progran to
14%5, regional or intersState

nd use implications and other
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h:w .ther bill would produce

0s in the near future since
nt number of projects

ad down Jjust bocause

such a showing made,

amendments of NEPA.

“{“f state-prepared EIS' in the
_Society decision, can bte
"FHWA has already degun

2S not produce as many
ﬂ;yﬁiw:ravtmanta‘ Congress
guidelines for federal
aaa their money for these
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this lﬂgislation to pass
the benefits clusivf. Unless environmental ists start

pressing, however, the pressure being brought by FHWA and the
construction industry will carry thtce:gclay,..JLg J i ;

What You.Can Do

Write your Senator to protest paasagﬂ cf these or any

other amendments to NEPA, It is particularly important to contact
the six Senators from New York, Connecticut znd VErzcﬂt (Javits,
Buckley from New York; Weicker, s Ribicoff from Conmnecticut; Stafford
and Leahy from Vermont), especially the two who are on the Senate
Public w@rks Ccmmittee Buckley and Stafford). Act fast since

before the Senate Public Works and Interior
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to Federal-Aid Hixzhway Act

. an 109 of title 23, United State

 end thereof the follow:_z:._... "Any

.ction 102(2)(C) of the Naticnal

far any Federal-aid hlghway

Vel’mt and Connecticut which

01 er January 1, 1970 and which after
' &_orls ereatter aopte oYy

' pall be deemed 2 statement prepared

rtatior Im- the purposes of the National

Thrs
v e s T

- "-ﬂ.l'-" ey

lmlwtl-r(:lt)l?;!;?
Jlsﬁl‘itllm (’-'t)l‘-}‘-
hm(l*.h:}l‘ﬁ ol

(-..#l-)l“‘

......



